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Welcomel!

With Fall rapidly approaching, itds time for
munity on our current projects and recent accomplishments. Over the last year,
RBCA has strived to build new partners as well as maintain ties with all of the local
organi zations wedve been working with for vye
Al aska Department of Fish and Gameds Strjeamt
Watershed Program Coordinator, Matt Gray, recently attended a streambank resto-
ration training hosted by ADFG in Soldotna. We are excited about bringing this
training program to Seward in 2012. Read more about this in our update on Scheffler
Creek on page 2. From our fight to control invasive plants to our 2  nd year of stencil-
ing 0Dump No Wasted reminders on | ocal s|torr
efforts to fulfill our mission:  to enjoy and advocate for healthy water, land, and airr.

2nd Year of Stormdrain Stenciling

In 2010 the National Park Foundation awarded RBCA a grant to assist the develop-
ment of our Stormdrain Stenciling Program. Stencils, paint and tools were pur-

chased, and RBCA recruited the local Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts to combine a fun
youth event with an educational message.|] St e
Drain, 6 or o0Dump No Waste, Dr ai ngpaintedat Resfurr e
storm drains throughout town.

This year, on June 22 nd, a traveling school group from Greenwood, Vermont joined
local Teen & Youth Center kids and a few Boy Scouts, and painted 50 stencils. A
good time was had by all!! We improved our 2010 stenciling process by adding a
white background for the blue stencils. With the new color scheme, locals and visi-
tors will clearly see our message.

Through this project, the kids had
fun while learning not to dump
waste products, such as used oil,
contaminated gas and any other
potentially harmful material onto
our driveways, roads or even lawns,
as they will all eventually find their
way into our bay. Potentially toxic
wastes can be disposed of properly
at the Borough Solid Waste Trans-
fer Facility.

RBCA sends a huge thanks to the
National Park Service and the City of Seward for their support of this fun project!
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RBCA and itds dedicated membership has been busy
here in Seward. We have held the City of Seward to their responsibilities for clean air and clean water and

whil e that has, at times, been testy, we continue
community.

RBCAG6s water quality monitoring program continues
hance public policy decisions, is legally and scientifically defensible and,
ultimately serves as an early warning to developing problems.

RBCA has continued with its proactive positive community projects like
pulling invasive weeds, picking up trash in our watershed and on the
coast, working toward reducing negative bear -human encounters, track-
ing land use proposals and many other tasks. As always, we cannot exist
without your volunteer efforts, good advice and financial support.

Seward Cares About Scheffler Creek

Several agencies and |l ocal organizations have recen
visible creek. The main branch of Scheffler Creek flows down from the Marathon Bowl. The creek hits the

City road system midway along Phoenix Drive, then
At the | agoon, itds joined by sever al mand4® Aveuesaahd
into the bay, where the two large culverts used to be. Just recently the Kenai Watershed Forum assisted

the City in installing a new foot bridge to allow pedestrian crossing over the creek at this location.

In 2010 RBCA identified the need to restore the streambank
vegetation along the lower end of Scheffler Creek where heavy
pedestrian traffic has resulted in vegetation loss at several lo-
cations. The US Fish & Wildlife Service has dedicated $25,000
to help RBCA revegetate these sections of streambank and in-
stall a fish viewing platform with educational signs. Over the
next 6 months we will secure the required non -federal match-
ing funds for this project. The restoration is projected to be
completed in May or June of 2012. RBCA will be working with
the Alaska Department of Fish & Game to bring their Stream-
bank Revegetation training class to Seward. This class will
teach local contractors and individuals the proper techniques
used to rebuild and revegetate damaged streambanks.

In 2010 the Seward 5 t grade class (with guidance from their
teacher MarylLynn Barnwell) deci
Creek. They have been recording water quality data and con-
firming the presence of salmon by trapping smolt (with the
assistance of Forest Service Fi
In May the class hosted an impressive multi  -agency meeting
involving City staff, the Chugach National Forest, Kenai

Fjords National Park, the Rotary Club, concerned citizens and
RBCA. This class is taking a serious look at all the impacts to

the creek, and will find ways to mitigate these impacts. Way to

go Seward 5" graders!!!




